Hong Kong, February 11th, 2001

Hi Gavin

Got your letter a few days ago. Thanks again. The newspaper clipping about the Osprey was interesting. You might also have seen the ‘60-minutes’ programme that I referred to in my last letter. The attitude of some of the military leaders, not just the Marines, seems to be to get as much funding from the Defense Department as possible irrespective of anything else, including in this case, the safety of its own troops. Heard on the radio today that the new president is going to increase the pay of the troops! So that will mean s little more for you – whenever it becomes effective. It was also mentioned that there will be a thorough review of the whole military especially in terms of the use of technology for the 21st century. It seems that the military brass was not expecting this but wanted a lot of newer things now. One example given was that tanks might no longer be needed! Disappointing that you did not get the unit you wanted. But don’t worry as opportunities will open in other areas. Be cautious about abandoning the US Marines for the Royal Marines; it may be a case of ‘jumping from the frying pan into the fire’ as you don’t know all the ins-and-outs of them just as you didn’t when you enlisted for the US Marines. Also, don’t dismiss the idea of going to university. Knowledge is so important these days. And the studies seem to indicate that it doesn’t always matter what the knowledge is providing people have it; also the people having the hardest time getting good jobs, or any jobs, are those without knowledge or skills.


The HK marathon was held last week. The ½-marathon was held at the same time. The manager from the gym, whom you didn’t meet when we went across, entered the ½-marathon but ‘hit the wall’ (seized up with cramps – this happened to me in my first marathon at Sek Kong a long time ago). He said he is not quite as fit as he should be! I have done the ‘Super Slow’ weightlifting for the past week. It is certainly tough but may be effective. You should try it sometime. Went for a slow hike/run yesterday – 3 hours in the Tai Lam Chung reservoir area. Quite nice and now that I have discovered that it is not to difficult to get there from here my do more runs in that area. The muscle (I think it is a hamstring) is still not right; hoping the slow hike yesterday will have given it a bit of rest. 


The first boat from China to Taiwanese territory sailed across last week. It was to one of the small islands held by Taiwan which are very close to the mainland and quite a long way from Taiwan itself. The people on it were mainly elderly folk from the island who were on the mainland and became trapped there when the communists took over in 1949. This is the first time they have been back. Rather like the re-unions between people from North and South Korea. 


Bought some CDs for learning Russian and Mandarin. The set of 2 Russian ones are good with pictures, videos and voice, the speed of which can be controlled. Very useful as language spoken at normal speed is often difficult to pick up. The set of 3 Mandarin tapes, which come with a book, are just sound but should be useful anyway.


Did you hear of the Japanese fishing boat with students on a field trip was sunk not far from Honolulu after being hit by a surfacing US submarine? Most people rescued but 9 are still missing; they may have been trapped on the boat when it went down.


Not too much happening here. The government seems to be toeing the Beijing line regarding the Falung Gung and is criticising them even though they are peaceful and have not broken any HK laws. The ‘One country two systems’ could be in dander of breaking down if such kind of actions continue. The HK Police said that they will stop releasing the names of victims of crime to the news media which they have done in the past. This seems to be in response to a big tycoon whose name was released when his house was burgled recently.  He wrote a letter to the Secretary of Security who passed it on to the Police. Read in the latest NEWSWEEK magazine that the HK police are also worried that funding from the US to fight drug trafficking may be reduced or eliminated as it has been suggested that HK can now be removed as a drug transit centre to the US. A lot of container truck drivers are blocking the roads to the container wharves as ship owners are passing on a charge which the companies themselves are supposed to pay. 


Have not heard from anyone is San Diego in the past week. Probably too busy to write letters. Although it is nice to hear from them, I don’t actually mind if a lot of work is the reason. I will not be going to Brunei for a Science workshop this year. It seems that are able to do without me! Also, they will be concentrating on Biology and I have little knowledge of the flora (plants) and fauna (animals) in Brunei.


Hope my letters are getting to you OK. The address I write on the envelopes is not exactly the same as the one you are using. Well, I managed to fill up most of the space on these two pages. 

Cheers for now. 

Dad

PS: Have finished reading “Onward to Malta”. Will now start one of the other books you sent me.
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